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The Essay  

SAT – Critical Reading 
& Writing Course  



Introduction – Writing  

• What does it test? 

– Test both your ability to write an essay under time pressure 
and your quickness at spotting grammatical errors and 
awkwardly written prose. 

 
• Writing section includes: 

 Multiple choice questions 
o Improving sentences (25 questions) 
o Identifying sentence errors (18 questions) 
o Improving paragraphs (6 questions) 

 Writing an essay 
o Essay counts 30% of your total score in the writing section 

 



The essay: General tips  

Essays are generally short pieces of writing written from an author's personal point of view. 

• Choose a point of view to argue, and stick to it (don’t mention both sides of an argument while flip-flopping back 
and forth). 

• Develop your ideas logically (use transition words, and don’t jump randomly from one thought to another). 

• Support those ideas with appropriate examples and evidence (think concrete and precise—don’t make assertions 
you can’t back up). 

• Use clear, concise language, and proofread for spelling, punctuation, and grammar mistakes (“big words” used 
to show off and long complicated sentences won’t get you points). 

• Write only in the space provided (wide margins, skipping lines, large indents, and handwriting that’s too big will 
waste space). 



The essay: Scoring  

The graders will focus on the strength of your argument. Are you convincing? Do your ideas make sense? Do you have insightful, 
supported comments on the topic? Do your ideas flow logically? Your writing style will also be judged (but a few stray commas and 
spelling mistakes will be forgiven). 

Scores range from a low of 1 (showing writing incompetence) to a maximum of 6 (demonstrating clear and consistent competence). 

The readers look at four areas to determine that score: meaning (content), development (support), organization (flow of ideas), and 
language use or mechanics (grammar and punctuation).  

If the graders disagree by more than a point, a third reader will be given your essay. 

Two graders will give it a score of 1–6 to your essay (although an essay that is written off-topic gets a zero). Your total score will be in 

the range of 2–12.  



The essay: Scoring  

Score of 6: A 6 essay stands out 
because of its thinking; it has a strong 
point of view, which is developed in an 
organized, focused manner. Examples 
and evidence are used to support the 
point of view. There may be a few 
errors in grammar, usage, and/or 
mechanics, but word choice 
(vocabulary) and structure (varied 
sentences) show mastery of language 

and writing skills. 

Score of 5: A 5 essay is also effective in 
the position it takes and how it 
develops that position, but it has more 
errors than a 6 essay. It uses examples 
and evidence skillfully, and presents its 
argument in an organized way. A strong 
vocabulary is evident. 

Score of 4:  An essay in this category is 
adequate, developing a position 
reasonably well, and supporting it with 
examples and evidence. Its organization 
and focus will be weaker than that of a 
5 essay. There will be errors in 
language, grammar, and mechanics. 

Score of 3:  This essay is inconsistent. 
While some elements may be 
adequate, such as demonstration of 
critical thinking skills or use of 
appropriate examples, others are weak. 
It may lose focus and provide evidence 
for some points but not others. There 
will be little or no variety in sentence 
structure, and a number of errors in 
spelling, grammar, and punctuation. 

Score of 2: A 2 essay is inadequate. Its 
point of view will be weak, poorly 
developed, and/or insufficiently 
supported. There is a lack of 
organization and evidence of poor 
language skills. Errors in mechanics, 
word choice, grammar, and spelling will 
be serious and plentiful. 

Score of 1:  This essay will be 
incoherent, with no clear position taken 
or supported. It will be disorganized, 
with serious errors in vocabulary, 
sentence structure, grammar, and 
mechanics. These errors will prevent 
the reader from understanding the 
essay. 

Score of 0:  No matter how well 
written, essays that do not address the 
assignment are scored zero. 



The essay: Understanding the Prompts  

The assignment of 
the essay is to 

respond thoughtfully 
and skillfully to a 

prompt, which will 

be one of two types: 

Response to a quote. You 
are given one or two 
quotes and asked to 

evaluate or compare them 
in response to a question. 

Completion of a 
statement or idea. You are 

given an incomplete 
statement and asked to fill 
in the blank, then use the 
completed statement as 
the basis for your essay. 



The essay: Responding to Quotes  
Here’s an example of this type of prompt: 
 

Good fences make good neighbors. 
                                                                                                                                                 —Robert Frost 
 
 
 
 

Assignment: In Frost’s poem “Mending Wall,” a man tells his neighbor “good fences make good neighbors,” suggesting 
that clear boundaries are needed for people to get along with one another. Do you agree or disagree with this idea? 
Develop your point of view, supporting it with an example (or examples) from literature, the arts, history, current 
events, politics, science and technology, or personal experience or observation. 
 

When faced with a quotation, determine what is being said, and rewrite it succinctly, in your own words, before you 
begin your essay. For example, in response to the above quotation, you may write “when people have their own space, 
and feel that space is protected, they get along better with others.” Then, look at the assignment for more details about 

how to proceed. Here, the task is to develop a point of view that agrees or disagrees with the quote’s assertion. 



The essay: Responding to Quotes  

Again, the first step is to be certain of what each author is trying to say. Once that’s determined, choose the side for 
which you can immediately think of some good examples or evidence. You don’t truly need to agree with the quotation 
to write a strong essay, and you won’t have time to change your mind. Choose a side, and get going. Remember that a 
well-developed point of view is what the readers look for; they have no idea whether you really believe that view. 

Another prompt of this type asks you to choose between two opposing ideas expressed in quotations, as seen below: 
 

Better a lie that soothes than a truth that hurts. 
                                                                                                                                                          —Czechoslovakian proverb 
 

Truth is the only safe ground to stand on. 
                                                                                                                                                          —Elizabeth Cady Stanton 
 

Assignment: Consider the two contrasting statements above. Choose the quotation that most closely reflects your 
viewpoint. Write an essay explaining your choice. To support your view, use an example or examples from history, 
politics, science and technology, literature, the arts, current events, or your own personal experience and observation. 



The essay: Completing a Statement or Idea 
The other type of question you may confront will ask you to complete a sentence or idea, such as the one that follows: 

 
 

People often say it’s better to be safe than sorry. I felt the truth of this statement when . . . 
 
 
 
Assignment: Complete the sentence above with an appropriate phrase. Then, write an essay supporting your 
completed statement. 

This question type requires that you think of examples and situations that illustrate the statement. Readers will be 
looking for a clear, strongly supported account of an event that led you to appreciate the need to be careful. This 
question easily lends itself to use personal experience. Or, you could answer using a historical event with which you are 
very familiar. No matter how you address the question, the point is not just to make claims or assertions, but also to 
back them up with evidence and examples. 



The essay: Anatomy of an essay 

Traditional Format  5 Paragraph  An introduction  

Three body 
paragraphs 

A concluding 
paragraph 



The essay: Thesis Statement   

• Which thesis statement is the most effective for an argument about the need for V-
chips in television sets? 
 

     A)  Parents, often too busy to watch television shows with their families, can 
monitor their children’s viewing habits with the aid of the V-chip. 

 

 

     B)  To help parents monitor their children’s viewing habits, the V-chip should be a 
required feature for television sets sold in the U.S. 

 

 

     C)  This essay will describe a V-chip and examine the uses of the V-chip in American-
made television sets. 



 A thesis statement is a complete sentence that contains one main argument. This 
argument controls the content of the entire essay.   
 
 

-  In the introduction, the thesis articulates your position. 
 

-  In the body, paragraphs support your thesis. 
 

-  In the conclusion, your thesis should be restated. 
 
 
 

 
  The thesis statement relates to the entire essay. 

The essay: What is thesis statement?  



The essay: What is thesis statement?  

• A thesis statement tells the reader exactly where you stand on the issue (topic) at 
hand. 
 

 

 

 

Question 
 

Example 

 

 - What is your topic? 

  

 - Performance enhancement through biotechnology in sports 

 
 - What is your stance on the topic? 
State in a complete sentence. 

 
 - Athletes who use any type of biotechnology should be 
banned from competition. 

 

 - Why do you believe this? State 
your reason. 
  

 

 - Athletes who use any type of biotechnology give themselves 
an unfair advantage and disrupt the sense of fair play, and 
they should be banned from competition. 
  Optional  



The essay: What is thesis statement?  
 

Question 
 

Example 

 

 - What is your topic? 

  
 

 - Effects of global warming on tourism in Greenland 

 
 - What is your stance on the 
topic? State in a complete 
sentence. 

 

 
 - Greenland should focus its efforts on promoting warm-
weather activities.  

 
 
 
 

 - Why do you believe this? State 
your reason. 

 
 
 

 - Greenland should focus its efforts on promoting warm-
weather activities. The changing climate has caused a  
longer summer and more park areas. Also, tourism is a 
growing part of the overall economy, all of which provides 
a rare opportunity for the country to prosper.  

 Optional  



The essay: Find the thesis statement?  

         On-going debate exists over which part of the entire armed forces is the most important for the 
national defense of the Republic of Korea. There is no doubt that the Army has played a pivotal role in 
the national defense considering the confrontation between South and North Korea. However, as the 
saying goes, “Those who have command of the seas have control of the world.” Therefore, naval power 
should be the highest priority of the national defense of South Korea rather than those of the Army and 
the Air Force for the reasons of the importance of naval power and increasing threats from the sea. 
Since Korea is a peninsula, strong naval forces have been crucial in maintaining stability throughout its 
history. Without strong naval forces, the country might have been devastated by enemy attacks.  
Moreover, if we look at the history, such as the Invincible Armada of Spain and the US Navy of present-
day, we can also see the importance of naval power.  

- What is the topic? 
- What is the writer’s stance on the topic (thesis statement)? 
- What is the reason(s) supporting the thesis statement?  



The essay: Find the thesis statement?  

       Since the Korean government announced that national standardized test will be conducted, many principals, 
teachers and parents opposed the exam. However, the government did not allow opposing activities and finally the 
Ministry of Education decided to punish the opponents.  As a result, the conflict between government and schools 
has become a huge issue.  

      Likewise, conflict can happen everywhere and with everyone. Conflict pervades all the functional areas in 
organizations, however conflict doesn’t always hamper the tasks and productivity of organizations. On the other 
hand, avoiding conflict has proved ineffectual as a general approach toward collaborating and when conflict is well-
managed it promotes vital organizational outcomes.¹ When working with others and managing employees, conflicts 
are inevitable. Especially when decisions deeply involve personal interests, conflict becomes more critical. 
Therefore, conflict should be considered as a positive event and we should utilize the conflict to improve 
performance in organizations.   

- What is the topic? 
- What is the writer’s stance on the topic (thesis statement)? 
- What is the reason(s) supporting the thesis statement?  



The essay: The thesis statement possible structure 

 Thesis statements can be framed in many possible ways. 

 

 3 possibilities are: 

 

  1. Tough-Guy Thesis  
 Strongly declaring your view 

  2. Peacemaker Thesis 
 Introducing and resolving a debate 

  3. Dreamer Thesis 
 Adding a hypothesis 



The essay: Tough-Guy Thesis Statement 
 
 Unequivocally give your perspective on the issue. 

 

 

Example 1) 

- Renewable sources of energy must take the place of 

fossil fuels before the end of the decade. 

 

 

Example 2)  

- Olympic athletes should not be allowed to take  

performance enhancing drugs. 



The essay: Pacemaker thesis statement  
 
 Introduce a conflict or debate and then show how it can be 

resolved. 
 
Example 1) 
- Some parents teach their children at home, while others  
prefer to send them to school. The social advantages of  
interactions provide a strong argument for traditional  
schooling.  
 
 
Example 2)  
- Most students profess to uphold an honor code, yet  
cheating still exists in most schools. The pressure placed on  
students to succeed forces them to make unethical decisions,  
and needs to be lessened. 
 
 
 
 
 



The essay: Dreamer thesis statement  
 
 Use an “if only” statement to show a hypothetical situation or solution. 

 

Example 1) 

- If truly free and fair trade were established throughout  

the world, the USA would quickly lose its agricultural  

superiority. 

 
Example 2)  

- If gradual cultural and economic integration starting in  

early childhood education is undertaken by both sides, the  

Israeli-Palestinian conflict can be resolved. 

 

 

 
 



Practice.....  
 

Create thesis statements  based on the following prompts: 
 
1- "No one is contented in this world, I believe. There is always something left to desire, and the last thing longed for 
always seems the  most necessary to happiness." 
                                                                                                            - Marie Corelli, A Romance of two worlds. 
 
Assignment: Do you think that people are capable of finding happiness, or are they always searching for something 
beyond what they have? Plan to write an essay in which you develop your point of view on this issue. Support your 
opinion with reasoning and examples taken from your reading, studies, experiences, or observations.  
 
2- "Champions aren't made in gym. Champions are made from something they have deep inside them: a desire, a 
dream, a vision,. They have last-minute stamina, they have to be little faster, they have to have the skill and the will. 
But the will must be stronger than the skill" 
                                                                                                           - Muhammad Ali 
 
Assignment: If you want to become an expert in a certain field, do you need to have more talent or more motivation? 
Plan to write an essay in which you develop your point of view on this issue. Support your opinion with reasoning and 
examples taken from your reading, studies, experiences, or observations.  

 
 



The essay: Introduction - Basic Structure  
 
 Opener 

 Introduces the topic (Brief explanation of topic, Why is this important? etc.) 

 Sparks the reader’s interest 
 

 Bridge sentences 
 Verbal and logical linkage 

 Background information 

 Statement of problem   
 

 Main Ideas 
 Thesis statement and preview of argument 

 

 



The essay: Introduction  
 

Opener 

Bridge sentences 

Main ideas 

 The year 1950 witnessed the outbreak of Korean War. Many industrial facilities and public  
institutions collapsed and were destroyed during the Korean War. The number of educational  
facilities and main buildings which were broken down was over 22,437. Over 5,236 sites of  
Buddhist temples and churches were attacked and over 50 large cities were demolished during  
that period.² The physical damage of the war was serious. To recover the Korean economy, most  
Koreans focused on economic development and growth. The government led a five-year plan for 
economic development. This resulted in many advantages for our living and raised the standard of 
living.  
 
   While more developed, a serious problem can arise. Personal freedoms and civil liberties  can be 
ignored in the climate which is absorbed in economic development and growth. In these  days, this 
phenomenon stands out, especially in developing countries. Most people and governments are 
now starting to recognize that this is an issue.  
 
 
   Therefore, personal freedoms and civil liberties should be the highest priority of any  
government of a developing country and economic development should be achieved for civil 
liberties. In other words, development should not support just our economic growth but also 
promote the ideal of civil liberties and personal freedoms. It should not infringe on human rights.  



Introduction - type of openers  
 

 There are many possible openers.  
 
 

 6 common ones are: 
 

 Statement 
 

 Opposing Statement 
 

 Rhetorical Question 
 

 Story 
 

 Quotation 
 

 Statistic 



Introduction - Statement openers   
 
 Statement openers are when you lead off the introduction with a version of 

your thesis statement. 

 

 This is the most straightforward type.  
 

 The central idea of Maslow’s hierarchy of needs is that human needs—physiological, safety, love, esteem, 
and self-actualization—are arranged in a hierarchy of prepotency.  Physiological needs are at the bottom of 
the hierarchy, and self-actualization needs at  the top. Though people are in a state of want all of the time, 
according to the theory, what they want is a function of the pattern of need satisfaction in the hierarchy. 
They can start out with lofty aspirations relative to love, esteem, and self-actualization, but be driven to 
more basic needs if those more basic needs become unsatisfied. 



Introduction -   Opposing statement  
 
 This has some similarities to the “peacemaker” thesis statement we 

discussed earlier.  

 In an opposing statement opener, you lead off by giving the opposite side 
as your thesis statement.  

 The opposing statement has a few possible leads,  but almost always has 
the same following transition: 

 

 Many people believe that all ‘organic’ foods are healthy. However… 

 While some people might think that imagination and fantasy are transcendent to knowledge, others 
regards knowledge more important. I firmly advocate the latter as imagination should be bared on 
knowledge to accomplish. 

 

 

 



Introduction -   Rhetorical questions openers  
 
 What is a rhetorical question?  

 A question to which no answer is expected (or required). 

 

 Rhetorical questions are used to: 
 Engage the reader in thinking about the topic 

 Make your writing more interesting and creative 

 Create a lead-in to your thesis statement 

 
 Forms of Rhetorical Questions 

- Directed at the reader 
- Philosophical statement 
- Focused on a specific problem 



Introduction -   Rhetorical questions openers  
 
 Directed at the reader 

 Have you ever wondered how to construct a thesis? 
 
 
 
 

 Philosophical statement 
 What is the true meaning of happiness? 
 
 
 
 

 Focused on a specific problem 
 The Israeli-Palestinian conflict has a lengthy history. Can it ever be solved? 
 



Introduction -   Story opener  
 
 Story openers lead the reader into the thesis statement by making the topic 

seem “real” to them.  
 
 

 The biggest mistake that people make with story openers is making them 
too long.  
 
 

 The story should be, at the very most, 1/3 of your introduction. 



Introduction -   Story opener  
 
 Individual Historical (true story) 
 In 2003, Iftehab Iman was working in the Ministry of Education in Iraq. Shortly  thereafter, bombs began 

to fall, and her country was thrown into chaos. Iman found increased freedom in the ability to participate 
politically, but she also feared greatly for her family’s security (BBC, 2003).  

 

 Broad Historical (true story) 
 Beginning with the invasion in 2003, a multinational coalition of forces, mainly American and British, 

occupied Iraq. The invasion has had wide-reaching consequences: increased civil violence, establishment 
of a parliamentary democracy, official recognition and widespread political participation of Iraq's Kurdish 
minority and Arab majority, significant economic growth, destruction of existing infrastructure, and use 
of the country's huge reserves of oil (BBC, 2003).  



Introduction -    Quotation openers  
  A well-known, pithy quotation can make a good lead to your academic essay.  

 It is important that you pick something that fulfils the following categories: 
 

 Has a direct or indirect linkage to your topic 

 

 Is well known (or by a well-known person) 

 

 Has a clear and easily decipherable meaning 

 Example 
 A man once said, “God helps those who help themselves.”  

 

 According to a famous maxim, “We have nothing to fear but fear itself.” 



Introduction - Bridge sentences  
 
 It is crucial to show the links between the 

opener and the thesis statement. 
 
 
 Bridge sentences depend a lot on the opener 

that you have chosen and your particular main 
ideas. 
 
 

 If you can’t easily make the linkage, then you 
need to choose a different opener. 



Introduction - Try it out!  
 Write two different openers and bridge sentences, using any of the following prompts:  

 
1- "No one is contented in this world, I believe. There is always something left to desire, and the last thing longed for 
always seems the  most necessary to happiness." 
                                                                                                            - Marie Corelli, A Romance of two worlds. 
 
Assignment: Do you think that people are capable of finding happiness, or are they always searching for something 
beyond what they have? Plan to write an essay in which you develop your point of view on this issue. Support your 
opinion with reasoning and examples taken from your reading, studies, experiences, or observations.  
 
2- "Champions aren't made in gym. Champions are made from something they have deep inside them: a desire, a 
dream, a vision,. They have last-minute stamina, they have to be little faster, they have to have the skill and the will. 
But the will must be stronger than the skill" 
                                                                                                           - Muhammad Ali 
 
Assignment: If you want to become an expert in a certain field, do you need to have more talent or more motivation? 
Plan to write an essay in which you develop your point of view on this issue. Support your opinion with reasoning and 
examples taken from your reading, studies, experiences, or observations.  

 
 



The Essay: Conclusion  
 

Your concluding paragraph can simply 
restate your thesis and the points you 
made in the body of your essay, but 
remember to reword them to keep the 
conclusion fresh.  

Don’t repeat your introduction, or use 
phrases such as “I wrote about  or This 
essay was about.” If you have time, end 
with something more interesting. A 
speculative conclusion refers to a future 
possibility or prediction, such as “perhaps 
years from now . . .” If you wrote about a 
problem, try a conclusion that offers a 
solution.  

If you have a fitting quotation, use it to 
conclude your essay. The person quoted 
doesn’t have to be famous, but the quote 
should help you make your point. For 
example, “My third grade teacher put it 
best . . .”). 



The Essay: Recommended introduction and conclusion styles.  
 

Introduction: 
Many people might believe that humans are acted upon by events that happen around then; they think 
that events that occur to them elicit their actions. However, it is we who cause changes in our lives by 
making certain decisions. The story of Hellen Keller and Amelia Airheart are strong evidence which 
endorse my stance.  

Conclusion: 
Stories Hellen Keller, Amelia Airheart, and many other people elaborate on the idea of how our 
decisions and actions can shape our path. Things that happen to us are not what makes us act, but 
rather should be what we draw out form our actions. Our decisions are what makes everyone’s life 
different, and what make everyone unique. 



The Essay: Recommended introduction and conclusion styles.  
 

Introduction: 
Human’s one of the very first instincts when they face a challenge is to complain. Why is this math 
equation so hard to solve? Why do we have to go to school? Why are prestigious colleges so competitive 
to get in? All these complaints might alleviate or frustrations for a seconds. Yet nothing changes. Maya 
Angelou once said that “if you don’t like it, change it. If you  can’t change it, change your attitude.” 
Indeed, it is pointless to complain. Intead, people need to change their attitudes nor take actions. 
Stories of Hellen Keller and Amelia Airheart  are strong evidence which substantiate my perspective.  

Conclusion: 
Hellen Keller changed her attitude while Amelia Airheart took actions. Yet they both were not satisfied 
with just complaining about their situations. Their stories and those of many others show how it is 
pointless to complain, as it absolutely does nothing to help us to get what we want. Just like Maya 
Angelous said, “If you don’t like something, change it. If you can’t change it, change yourself.” Do not 
complain, as it does not help you any way. 


