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Types of Critical Reading Questions  

SAT – Critical Reading 
& Writing Course  



Types of critical reading questions    

Extended reasoning questions ask you 
to analyze, evaluate, and pull together 
information from the passage(s). These 
questions involve finding causes/effects, 
making inferences, analyzing, and using 

logical reasoning. Most of the critical 
reading questions involve extended 

reasoning. 

Literal comprehension questions 
require you to identify information 

directly stated in the passage. 

Vocabulary-in-context questions ask 
you to define a specific word in the 

passage. 



 Types of critical reading questions – examples   

Questions 1–3 are based on the following 
passage. 
 
In the vast majority of cases a person will be 
happier if he has no rigid and arbitrary notions, 
for gardens are moody, particularly with the 
novice rather than the expert. If plants grow and 
thrive, he should be happy; and if the plants that 
thrive chance not to be the ones that he planted, 
they are plants nevertheless, and nature is 
satisfied with them. 

 

Literal comprehension question 
 
2. According to the author of this passage, an intelligent person 
should approach the task of gardening 
(A) with an easygoing, relaxed attitude 
(B) with specific ideas about crops to plant and ways to make them 
flourish 
(C) only after having completed extensive training 
(D) determined to master nature 
(E) as a career rather than a hobby, because gardening brings great 
Rewards 
 
Extended reasoning question 
 
3. This passage was most likely written by 
(A) someone whose garden failed miserably 
(B) a gardener with specific ideas about plants, soil, and climate 
conditions 
(C) a plant salesperson 
(D) someone who breeds rare plants such as orchids 
(E) an expert gardener seeking to reassure an amateur gardener 

 
Vocabulary-in-context question 
 
1. The word novice in the first sentence means 
(A) adept 
(B) mature 
(C) beginner 
(D) impatient 
(E) Austere 



   Vocabulary in Context Questions 
 

 Some of these questions ask you to define difficult and unfamiliar words. Other questions test your ability to define 
familiar words that are used in uncommon ways. In either instance, use context clues and word parts to help you 

define the words.  

Skim the passage and 
find the word that you 

need to define. 

Use the scope, context 
clues and/or word parts 

to define the word. 
Restate the meaning in 

your own words. 

Look for the answer 
choice that best matches 

your definition. 



 

   Vocabulary in Context Questions - example 
 

Think “bank robbery” and you think “stick ‘em up.” 
But that’s for amateurs, desperadoes, and the 
pages of history. This is, after all, the twenty-first 
century. In October 2001, the Kaiping Sub-branch 
of the Bank of China in Guangdong province, 
People’s Republic of China, discovered that a local 
organized crime group had embezzled, stolen, and 
laundered at least $500 million from its vaults 
through accounts in Hong Kong, Macau, Canada 
and the U.S. 

2. Which word best captures the meaning of embezzled 
in line 5? 
 
(A) misappropriated 
(B) destroyed 
(C) hid 
(D) depleted 
(E) turned into smaller currency 
 
3. In line 6, laundered is used to mean: 
 
(A) got caught with the money 
(B) marked the money with indelible dye 
(C) disguised the source of the money 
(D) spent all the money 
(E) gave away all the money 

1. As used in line 2, the word desperadoes most nearly 
means: 

(A) juvenile delinquents 
(B) sophisticated, polished bank robbers 
(C) youthful crooks 
(D) historical lawbreaker 
(E) bold, reckless criminals 



 

    Literal Comprehension Questions 
 

These questions require you to find information that is directly stated in the passage. 

1. Skim the question stems—not 
the answers. Then read your 

passages map and pay attention 
on the topic, scope and  

purpose. 

2. Read the questions and 
answer choices. 

3. Choose your answer. Return 
to the passage to look at  the 
relevant detail that confirms 

your choice. 



 

    Literal Comprehension Questions 
 

For the past fifty years, whatever has been done for the cause 
of progress and good against absolute governments and 
heredity aristocracies has been done in the name of the Rights 
of Man; in the name of liberty as the means, and of well-being 
as the object of existence. All the acts of the French Revolution 
and the revolutions which followed and imitated it were 
consequences of the Declaration of the Rights of Man. All the 
revolutionary schools preached that man is born for happiness, 
that he has the right to seek it by all the means in his power, 
that no one has the right to impede him in this search, and that 
he has the right of overthrowing all the obstacles which he may 
encounter on his path. When all barriers are torn down, man 
will be free. 
 And nevertheless, in these past fifty years, the 
sources of social wealth and the sum of material blessings have 
steadily increased. Production has doubled. Commerce and 
continual crisis, inevitable in the utter lack of organization, 
have acquired a greater force of activity and a wider sphere for 
its operations. Communication has almost everywhere been 
made secure and rapid, and the price of commodities has 
fallen in consequence of the diminished cost of transport. 
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1. As stated in this passage, the Declaration of the Rights of Man had 
success in 
(A) establishing absolute governments 
(B) prompting the French Revolution 
(C) stopping all revolutions after the French Revolution 
(D) building up heredity aristocracies 
(E) preventing the cause of progress and good against absolute 
Governments 
 
2. According to the information in this passage, when people have 
achieved the right to seek happiness and to overthrow all obstacles in 
their path to happiness, 
(A) poverty was abolished 
(B) a utopia was achieved 
(C) the aristocracy was overthrown 
(D) liberty was achieved 
(E) liberty, equality, and fraternity reigned 
 
3. According to this passage, decreases in the cost of merchandise 
resulted from 
(A) increases in the amount of available labor 
(B) equal division in the consumption of material goods 
(C) decreases in costs of movement of goods 
(D) more laborers becoming merchants 
(E) better rapport between capital and labor 



 

    Extended Reasoning Questions 
 

These questions require you to find information that is not directly stated in the passage. As a result, you will have to 
make inferences—“read between the lines”—and analyze what you read. To make an inference, combine  story clues 
with the scope and the purpose to find unstated information. These questions may also ask you to compare and 

contrast information in two passages. 

Skim the passage(s) all the way through, by following your passage map. As you read, restate the 
information in your own words, considering the passage scope. Think about the author’s attitude toward 
the material, the tone of the passage, and the author’s purpose.  

Read the questions and answer choices. Choose your answer. 

Use the process of elimination. Guess if you can eliminate even one choice. 



    Extended Reasoning Questions - Example 
 It is remarkable, the character of the pleasure we derive from 

the best books. They impress us with the conviction that one 
nature wrote and the same reads. But for the evidence thence 
afforded to the philosophical doctrine of the identity of all 
minds, we should suppose some preestablished harmony, 
some foresight of souls that were to be, and some preparation 
of stores for their future wants, like the fact observed in 
insects, who lay up food before death for the young grub they 
shall never see. 
 I would not be hurried by any love of system, by any 
exaggeration of insects, to underrate the Book. We all know 
the human mind can be fed by any knowledge. And great and 
heroic men have existed who had almost no other information 
than by the printed page. I would only say that it needs a 
strong head to bear that diet. One must be an inventor to read 
well. As the proverb says, “He that would bring home the 
wealth of the Indies, must carry out the wealth of the Indies.” 
There is then creative reading as well as creative writing. When 
the mind is braced by labor and invention, the page of 
whatever book we read becomes luminous with manifold 
allusion. 

1. The author uses the images of insects (lines 7–9) to parallel his 
discussion of 
(A) past writer storing knowledge for future readers 
(B) authors working in grubby surroundings 
(C) selfless parents toiling blindly for unknowing children 
(D) the act of creating art 
(E) the food chain 
 
2. The proverb that the author cites in lines 16–18  is used to 
support his theory that 
(A) the rich need more education than the poor 
(B) a person must apply knowledge to extract knowledge 
(C) all the wealth in the world will not make a person a genius 
(D) books are expensive, but they are worth the money 
(E) only a writer can be a good reader 
 
3. A good title for this passage might be 
(A) “Creative Thought” 
(B) “Rating Books” 
(C) “The Wealth of the Past” 
(D) “Visions of the Future” 
(E) “Creative Reading” 
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Practice time… 
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